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Our purpose

“Our purpose of shaping a vibrant economy acts as a 

call to action, challenging us each day.

“It drives who we work with, what we do for them, what 

we speak out on and how we act as a business.

“The three areas in which we believe we can make the 

most impact and deliver our purpose are:

• building trust and integrity in the market

• unlocking sustainable growth in dynamic 

organisations

• creating an environment where businesses and 

people flourish.”Sacha Romanovitch 
CEO, Grant Thornton UK LLP
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UN SDGs
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SDGs: People and culture
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Cross sector collaboration to identify local 
action for a vibrant economy:

SDGs: Vibrant local economies
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Vibrant economy index

We believe that our economy should benefit society as a whole taking into account not only financial growth and economic 
return within an area, but also a wider set of characteristics.  Our Vibrant Economy Index measures 324 English local 
authority areas  across six baskets of socio-economic indicators, to provide an indication of the vibrancy of the area. 
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Applying SDGs in corporates
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‘Good growth’: Steps to good business

Purpose Understand and define what your 
business does today and why you 

do it

Work with your people to define 
your purpose based on step one, 
what you want to do in the future 
and the impact you seek to have

Align what you do, how you do it and 
who you work with to your stated 
purpose

Profits for 
prosperity

Innovate by seeking solutions to 

societal and environmental 
challenges

Invest for the future and build 
shareholder returns and employer 
rewards around long term 
performance

Structure your business to pay taxes 
at the right time, in the right place of 
the right amount

People Recruit from diverse backgrounds at 
all levels of the business

Give everyone the opportunity to 
develop skills and progress

Give your people responsibility and a 
say in the running of the company

Place Create jobs and opportunities locally Support local business, 
communities, services, 
infrastructure and suppliers

Collaborate with others to unlock 
growth in your local economy

Planet Understand and measure your 
impact on society and the 
environment

Minimise any negative impacts your
operations or supply chain have on 
the environment.

Seek to maximise your positive impact 
on the environment, for example 
through generating renewable energy
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What good looks like

Purpose You have a clearly 
articulated purpose which 
delivers value for your 
business, people, place 
and planet

What you do and who you 
work with is aligned to 

your stated purpose

All of your people are 
engaged with your purpose 
and understand their role in 
bringing it to life

You report transparently on 
your strategy and performance 
against your purpose and 

strategic targets

Profits for 
prosperity

Superior sustainable 
results

Pensions invested in 
responsible funds

Tax is paid in the right place 
at the right time and of the 
right amount

Increasing % of your profits are 
from products and services 
which have a positive impact

People All your people are paid a 
living wage

Highly engaged and 
motivated workforce 

There are opportunities for 
all that foster innovation, 
leadership and accountability

Your business attracts and 
retains talent because they feel 
aligned to your values and 
purpose

Place Stronger, more resilient 
local economy

You play an active role in 
local communities through 
education, infrastructure, 
entrepreneurship, health 
and finance

You actively seek and 
respond to feedback from 
you local stakeholders

Improved Vibrant Economy 
Index score in the areas where 
you operate

Planet 100 % of your energy is 
sourced from renewable 
sources

Your business is zero 
carbon and you are part of 
the circular economy

All materials are sourced 
from ethical suppliers

You report transparently on 
your environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) performance
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Extending social value to our supply chain
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June 2016
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UK National Advisory Board on Impact 
Investing
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What next?

Our Money, Our Future - Chris White’s review of the impact of the Social Value Act, for Social 
Enterprise UK: 

“We estimate social value is already shaping £25bn worth of public sector spend -
delivering training, improving the environment, supporting charities, helping people 
with disabilities into work, employing ex-offenders, tackling homelessness, reducing 
food waste and more. 

“In short, the taxpayer is getting more for their money. Yet the Act is still only 
scratching the surface of what is possible. The public sector spends around £268bn 
annually. Extending the Act to cover all public-sector spending would generate more 
than ten times its current impact.” 


